
Saint s Catholic Church 
December 10th, 2023 | Second Sunday of Advent

From the Gospel of Mark 
“John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. People of the whole Judean 

countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him
and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they 

acknowledged their sins.”
Mk 1:1-8



This Week’s Mass Intentions 
 

Sunday, December 10 

 7:30 a.m. Fr. Steven Oetjen 
  (Ken & Thuy Sault) 

 9:00 a.m. Michael & Jo Anne Mundt 
  (Christine Walsh) 

 11:00 a.m. All Living and Deceased Parishioners 
 
Monday, December 11 
 6:30 a.m. Special Intention 
  (Melanie Baker) 

 9:00 a.m.  Deceased Members of the Arts & 
      Crafts Guild 
  (Arts & Crafts Guild) 
 
Tuesday, December 12 

 6:30 a.m. In Thanksgiving 
  (Carmen Guardia) 

 9:00 a.m.  Claudette “Bunnie” Lester 
  (The Counting Team) 
 
Wednesday, December 13 

 6:30 a.m. The Orr Family 
  (Anonymous) 

 9:00 a.m.  Elena de Guardia 
  (Carmen Guardia) 
 
Thursday, December 14 
 6:30 a.m.  Francisca Montalvo 
  (Carmen Guardia) 

 9:00 a.m. Karen Wilcox 
  (Christine Walsh) 
 
Friday, December 15 
 6:30 a.m.  John T. Miller, Jr. 
  (The Dougherty Family) 

 9:00 a.m. Fr. Andrew Haissig 
  (Ken & Thuy Sault) 
 
Saturday, December 16 

 7:30 a.m.  Elizabeth Balestrieri 
  (Margaret Cajati) 

 9:00 a.m.  Maria Martins 
  (Mario Martins) 

 Vigil 
 5:00 p.m.  Mikey Cannon 
  (The Green Family) 
 
Sunday, December 17 

 7:30 a.m. Sister Monica Baptiste Whelan 
  (St. Agnes Parish) 

  9:00 a.m. Sister Abigail Therese Jones 
   (St. Agnes Parish) 

  11:00 a.m. All Living and Deceased Parishioners  

 indicates person is deceased 

Scripture Readings 
Week of December 10th, 2023 

 
Sunday Second Sunday of Advent 
 Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14;  

2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8  
Monday Memorial of St. Damasus I, Pope 
 Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab & 10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 5:17-26  
Tuesday Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 Zec 2:14-17; Judith 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or  

Lk 1:39-47  
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
 Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10; Mt 11:28-30  
Thursday Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, Priest and 

Doctor of the Church 
 Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab;  

Mt 11:11-15  
Friday Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Mt 11:16-19   
Saturday Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19;  

Mt 17:9a, 10-13  
Sunday Third Sunday of Advent 
 Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54;  

1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

Will you adore 
our Lord  
one hour  
a month? 

Keep Them in Your Prayers 

The repose of the souls who have recently passed: 
Mary Joe Barrazotto, Anibal Mejia, 

Col. Vincent Joseph Goulding, Jr. USMC (Ret.), 
Armando Maldonado, Bernard Skibinski,  

Frederick A. Griffen, Clinton Froscher, John Greer  

For those who are sick in our midst: 
Judy Shack, Walter Quinn, William Thomas, Carol Naill, 

Cathy Sheehan-Wilson, Ed Bonin, Marlise Yetter, Paz Speer, 
Jake Williams, Mary Pace, Agnes Howard, John Terrill, 

Jodi Borisinco, David Lounsbury, Helen Rebull, 
Mark Peterson, Stephen Andrews, Christian Andrews, 

Caio Rabello, Sharon Beene, Dwight Beene, Allen Ashby, 
Maria Pereira, John Thieman, Judy Bosco, 

Carlos Porras, Patricio Martinez, 
Residents of Cherrydale Health and Rehabilitation 

Adorers Needed! 
 

The chapel is open with Exposition in the 
Monstrance from 1:00 p.m. to 9 p.m. daily.  

On Wednesdays, Adoration is in the Church. 
Starts after the 9:00 a.m. Mass until 8:30 p.m.  
To maintain this, we have an URGENT 
NEED for recurring weekly commitments: 
 Monday:   6:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday:   6:00 p.m. 
 Friday:   6:00 p.m. 
 Saturday:   4:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m.  
Please contact Greg King at 
adoration@saintagnes.org 



Sunday Mass 
Saturday:   5:00 p.m. (Vigil) 

Sunday:   7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.  

Weekday Mass  
Monday – Friday: 6:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. 

Saturday: 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. 

Sacrament of Penance 
Wednesday during Holy Hour 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m., 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
and by appointment 

Parish Clergy 
 

Pastor ● Rev. William Saunders 
Parochial Vicar ● Rev. Andrew Haissig  
In residence ● Rev. Anthony Pinizzotto 

In residence ● Rev. Steven Oetjen 
 

Parish Office  
1914 N. Randolph Street • Arlington, VA  22207-3046  

Phone: (703) 525-1166 • Fax: (703) 243-2840  www.saintagnes.org 
Office Hours ● Monday through Friday ● 9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
Business Manager ● Vitoria Vargas 

business@saintagnes.org 
 

Office Manager ● Armelle Tallec 
parishoffice@saintagnes.org 

 
Operations and Facilities Manager ●  Brian Sherry 

facilities@saintagnes.org 
 

Maintenance Technician  ●  John Dolata 
maintenance@saintagnes.org 

 
Director of Faith Formation ● Lisa Orosa 

dff@saintagnes.org 
 

Assistant to the Director of Faith Formation ● TBD 
sacraments@saintagnes.org 

 
Director of Music ● Don Cotton 

musicdirector@saintagnes.org 
 

Coordinator of the Protection of Children ● Joan Biehler  
protect@saintagnes.org 

 
Youth and Young Adults ●  Rev. Andrew Haissig 

youth.ministry@saintagnes.org 
 

RCIA ● Ana Lisa Pinon 
adultformation@saintagnes.org 

 
Adoration Chapel Volunteer ● Greg King 

adoration@saintagnes.org 
 

Saint Agnes School 
2024 N. Randolph Street • Arlington, VA  22207-3031 

Phone: 703-527-5423 • Fax 703-525-4689 
https://school.saintagnes.org/ 

 
Principal ● Jennifer Kuzdzal  jkuzdzal@saintagnes.org 

 
Assistant Principal ● Ann Reid  areid@saintagnes.org 

Saint Agnes Essentials 

Sacramental Emergency: 
Please call (703) 525-1166 Ext 1. 

Infant/Child Baptism: 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays after the 
11:00 a.m. Mass.  Please contact 
sacraments@saintagnes.org to learn more 
about having your child baptized.  

Marriage Preparation:  
Call the Parish Office for Pre-Cana at least 7 
months prior to your wedding. 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Call the Parish Office to request Anointing of 
the Sick. Anyone with a serious illness should 
request this sacrament before being admitted to 
the hospital.  

Homebound  Visitation: 
Call the Parish Office to request visitation. 

How to become Catholic:  
Interested in joining the Catholic Church or 
want to learn more? Contact 
adultformation@saintagnes.org. 

Holy Orders and Consecrated Life:  
Is the Lord calling you? For information about 
priesthood, the permanent diaconate, or the 
consecrated life, contact one of the priests or 
the Diocesan Vocations Office at   
(703) 841-2514. 

Registration/Change of Address:  
Forms can be found in the parish office or you 
can register online on our website.  Let the 
parish office know about any address changes. 
Sacramental Records or Sponsor 
Forms: 
Please contact sacraments@saintagnes.org to 
request copies of your Sacramental records or 
for Godparent or Confirmation sponsor forms.  
Please allow five (5) business days to 
accommodate your requests.  

Mass Intentions: 
Please visit the Parish Office to request Mass 
intentions. We are currently scheduling into 
April 2024.  



Saint Joseph’s League
The Saint Joseph’s League, will meet this Thursday, 
December 14th at 7:30 p.m.  We will continue discussing 
the book Why All People Suffer, by parishioner Paul 
Chaloux, adjunct professor at Catholic University.  Please 
plan on joining fellow St. Agnes men for conversation and 
refreshments on the second and fourth Thursdays of the 
month.

Bible Study
Next session will be this Tuesday, December 12th.  
We continue our journey through the Gospel of St. 
Matthew.  Please bring your Bible. Father Saunders is 
the guide for this journey.

Catholic Charities Giving Tree
Pick up an ornament from our Giving Tree in the Narthex.  
Please put your gifts under the tree after Mass or bring 
them to the Parish Office by Wednesday, December 13th. 

Give a special gift to migrant/refugee families in 
need this Christmas through
the St. Agnes Giving Tree!

You’ll see the gift tags asking for new items, such as:
 Cookware sets
 Family-size sauce/sauté pans with lid
 Floor standing lamps
 Child’s convertible car seats (NO booster)
 Bathroom items
 Winter accessories
 Walmart gift card.

Ministries & Groups 
at Saint Agnes

Adult Faith Formation
• Bible Study—adultformation@saintagnes.org

• RCIA—adultformation@saintagnes.org

• Spanish Bible Study—gvegge@aol.com

• Women’s Bible Study—stagneswwp@gmail.com

Parish Service
• Arts & Crafts Guild—gveggejr@gmail.com

• Bethany Ministry—bethanyministry@saintagnes.org 

• Cherrydale Rehab Prayer Group—biehlerj@aol.com

• Christ House Team—Alice.paxton@paladinlifecare.com

• Gabriel Project—gabrielproject@saintagnes.org

• Gardening Angels—jshirhall@gmail.com

• Homebound Parishioners Visits—
homebound@saintagnes.org

• Legion of Mary—jbdugan45@gmail.com 

• Respect Life—saintagnesrespectlife@gmail.com

• St. Joseph’s League—StJosephLeague.StAgnes@gmail.com

• St. Raphael Prayer Group—littlecubb@aol.com

• The Borgo Gift Store—theborgo@saintagnes.org

• Young Adults—youngadults@saintagnes.org

Liturgy
• Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion—

dkcwhelan@gmail.com 

• Flower Guild—dfowen@aol.com 

• Lectors—biehlerj@aol.com

• Sacristans—ruthefoster@earthlink.net

• Ushers—jholl2473@aol.com

Youth Activities
• Challenge Club—kefoley2@pefoley.com

• Conquest Club—kefoley2@pefoley.com

• Cub Scouts / Boy Scouts—mallen@americanpublic.us

• CYO Sports—dan.r.madigan@gmail.com

• Girl Scouts—pamelasnichols@gmail.com

• Youth Group—youth.ministry@saintagnes.org

Debt Reduction Second Collection next 
weekend

Next weekend, December 16th/17th, our second 
collection is for our Debt Reduction.  Thank you for 
your generosity in helping us pay our loan.

Bambinelli Sunday

On Sunday, December 17th, we celebrate Gaudete 
Sunday. During his pontificate, Pope St. John Paul II 
started the tradition of blessing the baby Jesus figurines that 
would be placed in the creches at home.  This has become 
known as Bambinelli Sunday. Therefore, all are invited to 
bring baby Jesus to church for the special blessing after 
the 11 a.m. Mass this day.

mailto:saintagnesrespectlife@gmail.com


Respect Life Ministry 
Needs Volunteers 
Please offer your helping hands
and email
saintagnesrespectlife@gmail.com.

Join us on Facebook!
Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/

stagneschurcharlington.

Free FORMED Subscription
Check out FORMED.org!  A FORMED 

subscription includes videos, Bible Studies, books, 
podcasts and more!  Sign up by selecting Saint 

Agnes Church using our parish zip code (22207).

Searching for answers?
The preparations for Christmas include buying or 
making gifts to those whom we love.  You can give 
no better gift than the gift that God has given to us:  
His Son, Jesus.  Invite someone who is not Catholic 
to attend Mass with you at Christmas.

Please contact adultformation@saintagnes.org

https://www.facebook.com/stagneschurcharlington
https://www.facebook.com/stagneschurcharlington


Saint of the Week

Saint John of the Cross
(c. 1542-1591)  

December 14th

How beautiful the experience of 
love for God and neighbor, a fire 
deep within!  How disheartening 
when love suddenly cools; and our 
souls grow dark, our prayer arid.   
How painful when 
misunderstanding, even rejection, 
comes our way, sometimes from 
those we least expect. For all such 
“seasons of the soul,” an inspiring 
fellow-pilgrim is the poet and 
mystic, John of the Cross.

As a young Carmelite, he was 
recruited by Teresa of Avila for 
her Discalced (“barefoot,” 
evangelical poverty) Carmelite 
reform, striving to renew the 
Church from within after the 
Protestant Reformation had led 
countless religious away. John 
suffered unspeakably harsh abuse, 
even imprisonment, from friars 
who rejected this reform. Yet 
during these times of deepest 
suffering, John composed spiritual 
masterpieces that still guide souls 
to God, their titles reflecting his 
own painful yet ultimately 
victorious journey: from The Dark 
Night of the Soul, through The 
Ascent of Mount Carmel, to his 
Spiritual Canticle and The Living 
Flame of Love. 

John summarized his spirituality 
simply: “Put love where there is 
no love, and you will find love.” 

—Peter Scagnelli



What does it mean to 
be an “active 
Catholic”?
An active Catholic is a person 
who cherishes the faith received at 
Holy Baptism, nourished through 
the Holy Eucharist, healed 
through the Sacrament of 
Penance, and strengthened 
through the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  An active Catholic 
embraces the teachings of the 
Catholic Church contained in the 
Word of God and in Sacred 
Tradition, and strives to live them.  

An active Catholic is registered in 
the parish, supports the mission of 
the Church with time, talent, and 
treasure, whether by worshipping 
at Holy Mass each Sunday and 
Holy Days of Obligation (except 
for illness or emergency), 
volunteering to serve the parish 
community in various ways, and 
supporting the parish financially, 
using Faith Direct or offertory 
envelopes.  Active Catholic 
spouses and parents seek to help 
their loved ones know Jesus 
through prayer, Holy Mass, 
regular Penance, religious 
education, and charitable works.

Why is this important?  Anyone 
who seeks to be a godparent or 
sponsor for the Sacraments of 
Baptism or Confirmation, or enter 
the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony, or receive a Catholic 
Tuition Rate at School must first 
be verified as an active Catholic 
and parishioner.

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his path.”

Could God be calling you to be
a herald of the Gospel like

John the Baptist? 

Contact Fr. Michael Isenberg, 
Vocations Director,

at (703) 841-2514 or email: 
vocations@arlingtondiocese.org.





Important Dates! 

 December 19th | Christmas Pageant and RE Party

 December 20th-January 6th | Christmas Break

 January 11th | Adult Faith Formation | Discovering Christ

 January 27th | Family Day of Service for Pediatric Cancer

For more information, contact Lisa Orosa at dff@saintagnes.org.

Saint Agnes Religious Education

“Christ made my soul 
beautiful with the 

jewels of grace and 
virtue.  I belong to Him 

Whom the angels 
serve.”





St. Agnes School is a 

Catholic community 

centered on the teachings of 

Jesus Christ and 

strengthened by the 

partnership between 

parents, who are the 

primary educators of our 

students, and our dedicated 

teaching staff.

We believe in the mission to 

educate our students so that 

they become loving 

Christians, inspired 

learners, outstanding 

achievers, natural 

communicators, and strong 

servants of God.

Saint Agnes Catholic School

“Gratitude is a flower that blooms in noble souls,” says Pope Francis. Thanksgiving 
is always a wonderful time to stop and consider all the ways we are thankful. Family, 
friends, and material possessions are important to not take for granted, but what good 

is any of that without true gratitude of God and Faith? After all, ‘Eucharist’ comes 
from the Greek word ‘eukharista’, meaning ‘thankful.’ We should always focus our 
thankfulness towards God, and remember He is the true source of all that is good.

In great American tradition, our Kindergarten students learned about the first 
Thanksgiving and dressed in character to celebrate with their classmates and parents. 
We pray that we all may become more grateful for what we have been given and live 

out the words of St. Teresa of Calcutta, “The best way to show my gratitude is to 
accept everything, even my problems, with joy.”
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